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THE MILITARY NEEDS OF THE EMPIRE

Since Britain is a Colonial power as well as a Continental
one, her normal war requirements apply to the protection
of her over-seas possessions and the overseas members of
the British Commonwealth of Nations. Since, by general
consent of civilization. Grands Guerre at any rate from 1918
to 1934, is abolished and outlawed. Great Britain has
even less of a call for a Continental army than here to
fore. We have seen that the pre-war continental army
was based on no main policy, but was of the nature of a
grant-in-aid, to the extent, to which existing circumstances
made troops avaflable.

Those circumstances chanced, as explained, with a little
trimming, to make up the Expeditionary Force. Until
the ghost of Grande Guerre is permitted to walk the earth,
our Continental liabilities would seem to be but the need
for taking part, by a token contingent, in some gesture
of the pacific powers against some breaker of treaty and
pact. To do this we follow the same principle or want
of principle as before. We take what our Colonial system
leaves in Britain and we make the most we can of it. We
have not even remained at our pre-war army strength,

The so-called Irish settlement took away from the Army
a large number of its most famous units, that had carried,
always cheering, the Union Flag from the Great Wall of
China to the Slats of Flanders and they have not been
replaced. It deprived Ireland of the great character-
building and experience-giving opportunities of serving is*
the British Army, of the Harp with the Crown with Molly
Malone Ahone! the first to burn the barracks* "Did iver
ye see the like o* that?" but it was so, and many there
be who mourn.

Out of what remains, we can with difficulty, find, as a
contingent, four divisions of infantry and artillery. This